
YOUTH PROTECTION DIRECTOR 

Th
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outh Protection Director, a recognized expert on child abuse, dedicated to the continued strengthening of Scouting’s youth protection training programs and policies.

 

YOUTH PROTECTION CHAMPIONS 

Th
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SA
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uth
 Prot

ec
tio

n Champions at every level of the organization to support and drive implementation of youth protection programs, policies, training, reporting, and com
m

unications.

 

OPEN PROGRAM 

Al
l a

sp
ec

ts 
of 

the S
couting program are open to observation by parents and leaders. Parents are encouraged to attend all Scouting activities.

 

 

PRIVACY OF YOUTH AND ADULT MEMBERS

Pr
iva

cy
 fo

r a
ll y

ou
th

 an
d a

du
lt m

em

bers i
s safeguarded by BSA policy. Adult leaders must respect the privacy of members and protect their own privacy, especially

in
 si

tu
at

io
ns

 su
ch

 as
 ch

an
gin

g c
lot

he
s a

nd taking showers at camp. No youth is permitted to sleep in the tent of an adult other than his or her own parent or guardian.

 

“TWO-DEEP” LEADERSHIP

Sc
ou

tin
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ha
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st

ric
t “

tw
o-

de
ep

” l
ea

dership policy, which requires at least two adults be present with youth at all tim
es during Scouting activities. 

On
e-

on
-o

ne
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on
ta

ct
 b

et
wee

n adults
 and youth members is not permitted, including texting and communications on social m

edia. 

 

MANDATORY REPORTING

Sc
ou

tin
g 

po
lic

ies
 re

quire
 prompt reporting of any reasonable suspicions of inappropriate

conduct with youth to law enforcement. 

SCOUTS FIRST HELPLINE
 

De
dicated 24/7 Scouts First Helpline to report   

an
y s

usp
ected abuse or inappropriate behavior. 

1-844-SCOUTS1  
OR 1-844-726-8871

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is committed to providing a safe and secure environment for our youth members. Youth 
protection requires sustained vigilance, and we work every day to protect children through mandatory policies and procedures  
at every level of our organization. We are also committed to continuous improvement in our approach to youth protection. 

We constantly evaluate and invest resources to strengthen our policies and ensure they are in line with, and where possible,  
ahead of best practices for prevention. To support this ongoing effort we regularly consult with survivors and experts from law 
enforcement, child safety, psychology, and other relevant fields. 

The BSA has established a multi-tiered youth protection approach focused on volunteer screening, education, and training  
for everyone in the program, and clear policies to protect youth, including prohibiting one-on-one contact between adults and  
youth members. All units, adult leaders, and youth members have a responsibility to adhere to and enforce youth protection 
program policies.

YOUTH  
PROTECTION  
Boy Scouts of America

HOW IT WORKS

Review the complete Boy Scouts of America Youth Protection policy at www.scouting.org/bsayouthprotection.

Always report any suspicion of  
abuse or inappropriate behavior  
to the 24/7 Scouts First Helpline: 
1-844-SCOUTS1 or 1-844-726-8871

THE BSA LAYERS OF PROTECTION

ADULT VOLUNTEERS
STEP 1
Application 
All adults who have been selected as potential leaders of youth by  
a chartered organization must provide references, past addresses,  
other community affiliations, and affirm that they have had no  
criminal accusations made against them.

STEP 2 
Adult Leader Youth Protection Training
No person can become a registered leader in Scouting without  
first completing the BSA’s youth protection training. All registered  
adult volunteers are required to complete the training. No BSA  
unit may be re-chartered unless all registered leaders have  
completed the BSA’s youth protection training. The training is  
available online 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

STEP 3
Chartered Organizations Reference Check 
Chartered organizations provide local insight and ongoing  
supervision. The involvement of local chartered organizations  
(churches, schools, or civic groups) helps ensure that volunteers  
are known and trusted in the community.

PARENTS AND SCOUTS

Support
The Boy Scouts of America is outraged there have been times when individuals used our programs to gain access to and harm 
children, and for that we apologize to victims and their families. Nothing is more important than the safety of our youth members. 
We are committed to providing ongoing support to victims and their families, including counseling. We want to help victims heal on 
their own terms. Support is available to anyone currently or previously involved in the Boy Scouts of America through our dedicated 
24/7 Scouts First Helpline 1-844-SCOUTS1 (1-844-726-8871) or at scouts1st@scouting.org.

STEP 4 
Criminal Background Check
The BSA requires criminal background checks 
on all Scout leaders. The background checks are 
administered by a nationally-respected third party 
that also provides this service to many local, state, 
and federal governments; educational institutions; 
and other nonprofits.

STEP 5 
Volunteer Screening Database Check
Before an applicant can join or volunteer with 
Scouting, the BSA verifies that he or she is not 
included in our database of individuals that have  
been prohibited from participation. The database 
prevents individuals from re-registering in Scouting 
who were removed for a range of misconduct 
and inappropriate behavior inside or outside the 
organization, including allegations of abuse. 

Empowerment 
Scouts are required to complete personal safety awareness training with parents 
and leaders as a requirement for rank advancement. The BSA teaches the “three R’s” 
of youth protection, which convey an important message in a clear manner easily 
understood by youth members:

• Recognize situations that place them at risk, how child molesters operate,  
and that anyone could be a molester.

• Respond to suspected, attempted, or actual abuse, as well as policy violations  
that may prevent the full use of the barriers to abuse. If a peer is affected,  
reassure them that they are not to blame and encourage them to seek help.

• Report suspected, attempted, or actual abuse to a parent, trusted adult or law 
enforcement. This prevents further abuse and helps protect other children. 
Understand that you will not be blamed for what occurred.

Education
• Parents and youth are required  

to review the BSA’s Youth 
Protection materials, available  
at the front of every handbook,  
as a condition of enrollment.

• Every application for youth 
membership advises parents  
about the basic principles of  
youth protection.

• Every parent completing  
a youth membership form 
acknowledges awareness of the 
BSA’s Youth Protection policies.


